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SUMMARY: PRIME MINISTER GONCALVES REAFFIRMS CONTINUED 
PORTUGUESE ADHERENCE TO NATO, ATTRIBUTED TO UNFOUNDED 
RUMORS, REPORTS OF OPPOSITION IN GOP TO NATO TIE, PLEADED 
FOR U.S. OBJECTIVITY IN JUDGING NEW GOP, AND URGED USG 
EFFORTS TO INCREASE AMERICAN CULTURAL PRESENTATIONS IN 
PORTUGAL. END SUMMARY 

1. EMBASSY MADE NO FURTHER CONTACT WITH PRIME MINISTER'S 
OFFICE AFTER REGISTERING LAST WEEK AMBASSADOR'S INTEREST 
IN PAYING COURTESY CALL. PM'S OFFICE CALLED MORNING 
OCTOBER 7 TO SCHEDULE CALL FOR THAT AFTERNOON. CALL 
LASTED FOR TWENTY-FIVE MINUTES, AT OUTSET OF WHICH I 
EXPRESSED MY COMPLIMENTS TO HIM ON HIS BEING CONFIRMED 
IN OFFICE. I THEN PROCEEDED TO SAY THAT I AND MY 
GOVERNMENT HAD BEEN PLEASED AT THE REAFFIRMATION OF 
PORTUGAL'S INTENT TO ABIDE BY ITS INTERNATIONAL 
OBLIGATIONS EXPRESSED PUBLICLY BY THE FOREIGN MINISTER 
AND BY THE PRESIDENT, AND BY THE LATTER PERSONALLY TO 
ME. WE WERE PARTICULARLY GRATIFIED BY THE SPECIFIC 
REFERENCES MADE IN THESE DECLARATIONS TO NATO. PM 
RESPONDED BY SAYING THAT WE SHOULD HAVE NO FEAR OF ANY 
DEVIATIONFROM THIS LINE SINCE ADHERENCE TO THE INTER- 
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NATIONAL OBLIGATIONS UNDERTAKEN BY THE OLD REGIME WAS 
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A FUNDAMENTAL POINT OF THE ARMED FORCES MOVEMENT'S 
PROGRAM. 

2. 1 THEN NOTED THAT ONE COULD NOT HELP BEING A BIT 
UNCOMFORTABLE AT HEARING REPORTS AND RUMORS THAT THERE 
WERE PEOPLE BOTH IN AND OUT OF THE GOVERNMENT WHO WERE 
QUESTIONING THE VALUE OF PORTUGAL'S REMAINING A PART OF 
NATO. PM SAID THAT ONE SHOULD NOT GIVE ANY CREDIT TO 
SUCH RUMORS. HE SAID THAT IF RUMORS WERE TO BE BELIEVED, 

PORTUGAL WAS ON THE VERGE OF ECONOMIC CHAOS AND ANARCHY 
BUT HE NOTED THAT THE OBSERVABLE FACTS, THE CALM IN THE 
STREETS, THE ABSENCE OF VIOLENCE ALL SHOWED THESE 
RUMORS TO BE FALSE. HE SAID THAT THE PORTUGUESE 

PEOPLE WERE A VERY PEACEFUL PEOPLE. IF RECENT EVENTS 
SUCH AS HAPPENED IN PORTUGAL HAD HAPPENED IN OTHER 
COUNTRIES, SUCH AS EVEN IN THE UNITED STATES, HE 
WONDERED WHETHER THEY COULD HAVE TRANSPIRED WITHOUT 
BLOODSHED. 

3. 1 THEN MADE THE STATEMENT SUGGESTED PARA 1 (C) OF 
REFTEL. PM EXPRESSED FULL COMPREHENSION OF OUR 
CONGRESSIONAL PROBLEMS WHICH I POINTED OUT EXISTED WITH 
RESPECT TO THE ENTIRE FOREIGN AID PROGRAM. 

4. EARLY ON I MADE THE STATEMENT SUGGESTED PARA 1 (D) 

OF REFTEL. PM REPLIED COURTEOUSLY BUT SAID HIS ONLY 
CURRENT REQUEST WAS THAT THE U.S. SHOULD VIEW THE NEW 
GOP QUOTE OBJECTIVELY END QUOTE. HE NOTED THAT SEVERAL 
AMERICAN JOURNALISTS HAD FILED HOSTILE AND INACCURATE 
STORIES, BUT VOLUNTEERED THAT BOTH NEW YORK TIMES AND 
WASHINGTON POST HAD RECENTLY BECOME MORE OBJECTIVE THAN 
BEFORE. 

I POINTED OUT THAT USG COULD NOT CONTROL PRESS 

COVERAGE OF PORTUGAL ANY MORE THAN GOP COULD CONTROL SPATE OF 
FALSE STORIES IN PORTUGUESE PRESS ABOUT CIA ACTIVITIES IN 
PORTUGAL. HE AGREED BUT SAID PORTUGUESE PEOPLE VERY SENSITIVE 
ABOUT CHILE AND COULD HARDLY BE BLAMED FOR SWALLOWING ANTI-CIA 
STORIES, ESPECIALLY WHEN CONFRONTED WITH SUCH DUBIOUS ACTIVITIES 
AS THOSE BY YACHT APOLLO (SEPTEL). 
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5. FULLY HALF OF THE CONVERSATION WAS TAKEN UP BY THE 
PRIME MINISTER'S EXPRESSION OF GREAT DISAPPOINTMENT AT 

THE C ANCF.T J , ATTONOF A SCHEDULED VISIT TO PORTUGAL OF THE HARLEM 
DANCE GROUP. I EXPLAINED TO HIM THAT OUR READING OF THE AFFAIR 
WAS THAT THE CANCELLATION CAME ABOUT BECAUSE THE GROUP HAD 
OVERCOMITTED THEMSELVES AND WERE SEEKING AN EXCUSE TO CANCEL SOME 
ENGAGEMENTS. THEY HAD USED THE EXCUSE OF POLITICAL UNREST IN 
PORTUGAL, AND HAD STUCK TO IT DESPITE STRENOUS EFFORTS BY THE 
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EMBASSY TO OVERCOME THEIR MISAPPREHENSIONS. THE PRIME MINISTER 
DEPLORED THIS AND SAID THAT HE HOPED THAT THERE WOULD BE A GREAT 
DEAL MORE CULTURAL INTERCHANGE BETWEEN THE PORTUGUESE AND AMERICAN 
PEOPLE. HE STRESSED THE PARTICULAR AFFINITY THAT THE PORTUGUESE 
PEOPLE HAVE FOR BALLET AND MODERN DANCE AND SAID HE HOPED THAT 
CULTURAL EFFORTS ALONG THESE LINES BY PEOPLE LIKE THE RUSSIANS 
WOULD BE BALANCED BY PRESENTATIONS BY AMERICANS. WHILE HE 
ACKNOWLEDGED AWARENESS OF THE FACT THAT AMERICAN GROUPS 
AREPRIVATE AND NOT CONTROLLED BY THE GOVERNMENT AS ARE THE 
SOVIETS, HE NONETHELESS HOPED THAT THE EMBASSY WOULD DO ITS BEST 
TO STIMULATE GROUPS TO COME HERE, BOTH IN DANCE, MUSIC, AND OTHER 
CULTURAL FIELDS. 

6. COMMENT: GONCALVES WAS CONSIDERABLY MORE RELAXED AND CORDIAL 
AND SPOKE WITH GREATER CONFIDENCE THAN DURING MY ONE PREVIOUS 
MEETING WITH HIM IN IULY. HIS STATEMENT IMPLYING CONTINUED 
PORTUGUESE ADHERENCE TO NATO WAS COUCHED IN SAME TERMS AS 
PREVIOUSLY USED WITH ME AND IN PUBLIC: HONORING PAST INTERNATIONAL 
COMMITMENTS FORMS PART OF AFM PROGRAM WHICH HE PLEDGED TO CARRY 
OUT IN FULL. IT WOULD, OF COURSE, BE MORE COMFORTING IF HE 
WERE TO ADD (AS DID COSTA GOMES) THAT HE PERSONALLY CONVINCED 
OF IMPORTANCE OF NATO TO MAINTENANCE WORLD PEACE AND OF NECESSITY 
FOR PORTUGAL TO REMAIN FULLY PARTICIPATING MEMBER. ONE CAN, 

HOWEVER, TAKE SOME REASSURANCE FROM THE FACT THAT GONCALVES BY 
ALL ACCOUNTS WAS ONE OF THE PRINCIPAL ARCHITECTS OF THE 
AFM PROGRAM. HE IS THEREFORE NOT IUST PAYING LIP SERVICE TO 
A DOCUMENT FOISTED UPON HIM, AND ONE OF THE MAIOR INTERNATIONAL 
COMMITMENTS HE AND THE OTHER DRAFTERS OF THAT DOCUMENT MUST HAVE 
HAD IN MIND WAS PORTUGAL'S NATO COMMITMENT. 

SCOTT 
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